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Introduction

Introduction

Moulded fibre packaging has emerged as one of the prime candidates
for replacing plastic packaging in many applications. Innovation in
manufacturing technology, especially thermoformed wet and dry-
moulded fibre, has enable this type of product to compete with
thermoformed plastic packaging.

The moulded fibre market is challenging to assess. It covers a range of
products, and a large share of production happens in small and
medium-size enterprises. Only for a few certain product groups do we
see meaningful consolidation to a few larger multinational suppliers.

China, North America and Europe are the primary locations of
production, though new capacity is also coming in Asia and Latam. We
provide extensive vetted lists of producers in these regions and
estimate their capacities.

Raw materials range from wastepaper to BEKP, BCTMP, various non-
wood fibres and even fluff pulp. We explain the different raw material
choices of producers depending on technology and target
applications.

We compare production costs, including Capex and tooling costs for
various technologies.

Production forecasts are presented in tonnes and converted to pulp
demand by raw material, technology and end-use.
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Chinese exports of moulded fibre products by destination
(000s tonnes)

0
50

100
150
200
250
300

2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

North America Other Asia Europe ROW

Global production of moulded fibre (millions of tonnes)

2

3

4

5

6

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029

+5%pa

FORECAST



3

Proposed Table of Contents

Table of contents

Section I: Process overview
Technologies
Raw materials
Key equipment suppliers

Section II: Demand, trade and production
Demand by region
Trade patterns
Production by region
Production by raw material
Demand by end-use
Demand drivers
Anti-dumping duties
U.S. free capacity

PROSPECTUS: Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre 

METHODOLOGY

Our estimates are produced by combining publicly available statistics and trade data with primary research and discussions with industry
players.

Specific attention has been devoted to the more recent developments in the moulded fibre space where virgin fibres are often used as the
primary raw material. Europe, China and North America have been given additional attention
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Raw materials

RecycledNon woodWood-based
• OCC is mainly used in thick-wall products 

where high strength is important, e.g. for 
industrial protective packaging. Will likely gain 
share in egg cartons and similar uses as ONP 
supply shrinks.

• ONP and OMG for de-inking is the primary raw 
material for many transfer-moulded products, 
including egg cartons. Shrinking consumption 
of graphic paper means this supply is drying 
up.

• SOP and similar white grades of waste paper
are used as a substitute for virgin pulp or 
where high brightness is required.

• Bagasse is the residual from sugarcane 
production. Available in many tropical and 
subtropical regions. Has emerged as the top 
raw material for production of moulded fibre 
food-service containers in China.

• Bamboo is a fast-growing species of annual 
grass native to China. Less commonly used in 
moulded fibre production.

• Straw is the residual from wheat production. 
While there is some use in pulp production in 
various parts of the world, any larger 
production suffers from the seasonal supply of 
the raw material.

• CTMP has a higher yield and is cheaper than 
chemical pulp. The higher yield means more 
lignin is retained and fibres are stiffer. Stora 
Enso and Rottneros use this raw material in 
their wet moulded fibre products.

• BKP is preferred for high brightness, for 
example in Apple's packaging for iPhones. 
Hardwood gives better surface finish and is 
cheaper, but softwood can be mixed in to 
improve mechanical properties.

• UKP can be mixed in to enhance the 
properties of recycled product or used by itself 
where brightness is of less importance.

• Fluff pulp, normally used for hygiene 
products, is used as raw material for dry 
forming due to its roll format.
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+27% p.a.

Chinese exports of moulded fibre
products are growing rapidly, with
North America as the primary target
market.

Apart from waste paper, the primary
raw materials used in Chinese
moulded fibre production are
bagasse and bamboo, as these non-
wood fibres are cheaper than
softwood pulp while still being well-
suited for this application. These
products are also targeting a group of
consumers that considers non-wood
alternatives to be more sustainable.
Virgin wood pulp is primarily used for
consumer electronics packaging.

Source: GTT

While the exports to Europe and North America are more focused on disposable tableware, the exports to Asia are more
directed to serving the consumer electronics markets as companies in this space are diversifying their manufacturing base.
Vietnam has emerged as a large importer of moulded fibre products from Guangxi and Guangdong provinces.



5

Availability and cost

Availability and cost PROSPECTUS: Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre 

Available from March 2025, a subscription to Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre is priced at £2400 (existing subscribers
to Hawkins Wright services qualify for a discount upon application).

The price includes an electronic copy of the main report; Hawkins Wrights responses to any (within reason) questions on global
moulded fibre markets that may arise during the year; and a presentation meetings with one of our consultants. (Such meetings are
normally arranged to coincide with major industry events – for example London Pulp Week – or when a consultant is travelling in the
region. However, for specially arranged meetings we reserve the right to charge travel and subsistence costs. Such costs will always
be agreed in advance.)

Contact

To discuss this report or to request more information please contact Daniel Eriksson at:

Hawkins Wright Ltd.
21-22 Station Point
121 Sandycombe Road, Kew, 
Richmond
Surrey TW9 2AD
United Kingdom

Tel: +44 20 8747 5840
Email: daniel@hawkinswright.com
Web: www.hawkinswright.com

mailto:daniel@hawkinswright.com
http://www.hawkinswright.com/


6

Order form

Order form PROSPECTUS: Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre 

A subscription to ‘Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre’ costs £2,400 (or the equivalent in euro or US dollars).

I would like to order the multi-client report ‘Defining the Global Market for Moulded Fibre’. I understand that this report is confidential
to subscribers and to their wholly-owned subsidiaries. I agree to take all reasonable steps to safeguard this confidentiality.

Signed:

Name:

Position:

Company:

Postal address:

Telephone:

Email:

An invoice and payment instructions will be
sent when your order is received. Payment
may be made by bank transfer, cheque or
credit card.
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