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What our Defining the China Market service offers...

China accounts for the majority of growth in global paper and board output in recent years, 
and has supported demand for both market pulp and recovered fibre in an otherwise contract-
ing global industry. Chinese demand for imported pulp accelerated in 2015-17 even as the 
economy slowed, profitability deteriorated further, and rationalisation of obsolete capacity 
continued. 2021 marked the start of the 14th five-year economic plan, and China remains the 
key variable for global fibre markets, but the drivers of Chinese demand are changing. 

In spite of its importance, market research in China has typically been over-reliant on rudi-
mentary assumptions regarding relationships between GDP per capita and paper consumption. 
Official statistics of paper production and consumption in China are too general and out of date 
to be of practical use, and in many cases are contradictory and unreliable. 

Although the report incorporates all available published information, this is augmented by 
extensive primary research throughout the year. The report also identifies and analyses the in-
dividual drivers of paper production and imported fibre demand. A key element to the research 
is to define the production and consumption of higher quality grades of paper and board sepa-
rately from the production of traditional papers based largely on non-wood fibres and locally 
collected wastepaper.  

The report was first published in March 2003, and we have been encouraged by our sub-
scribers to review and update the research on an annual basis. The report has become recog-
nised by the industry as the most detailed and comprehensive analysis available. It is a vital 
tool for both strategic planning and sales and marketing. In addition to the report, subscribers 
benefit from continuous updates on the Chinese market and individual projects on request, 
throughout the year.

The following pages include a table of contents and list of figures and tables included in a 
typical Defining the China Market report.

About Hawkins Wright
Hawkins Wright is an independent consultancy providing a range of strategic, forecasting, market 

intelligence and business information services to the international forest products and bioenergy 
industries. 

Since 1982 Hawkins Wright has provided authoritative and cost-effective services based on in-depth 
research of the global forest, pulp & paper and bioenergy industries. These services include private 
consultancy assignments covering a full range of marketing and strategic subjects as well as regular 
multi-client reports and newsletters.

Our consultancy services build on our global perspective of the macro- and micro-economic trends 
driving the international forest industry and downstream product markets. Assignments can range 
from advice on a client’s business development or feedstock sourcing strategies to highly detailed mar-
ket feasibility assessments of prospective projects.
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The contents of a typical report
Section One: 
Executive summary
Economic background
New China vs Old China

Background to our research
New China paper industry

Fibre summary
Forecasts

Paper and board demand
Paper and board production and trade
Fibre forecasts
New China capacity

Section Two: 
Graphic Paper
Newsprint
Printing & writing paper overview
Uncoated printing and writings

Uncoated woodfree imports and 
exports

Coated paper demand
Art paper
Magazine grade
Coated paper imports
Coated paper exports
Outlook

Section Three: 
Tissue and Specialities
Tissue market structure
Capacity developments & leading sup-
pliers
Tissue imports and exports
Market outlook
Specialty paper
Section Four: 
Packaging paper & board
Containerboard

Fibre imports
Kraftliner and testliner board
White-top liner
Coated linerboard
Corrugating medium (Fluting)
Sack kraft
Imports of containerboards
Exports of liner
Domestic production
Forecast demand

Coated board
Production
Imports
Exports
Outlook

Section Five: 
Domestic pulp production
Wood pulp

Kraft pulp production
High yield pulp
Fibre imports

Non-wood pulp
Bamboo
Bagasse
Straw & Reed

Section Six: 
Market pulp
The structure fo the market
Imported pulp

Softwood kraft
Fluff pulp
Hardwood kraft
BCTMP
UKP
Imported pulp forecast
Trading companies

Section Seven: 
Wastepaper
Market structure
Imports

Legislation and Quality issues
Import channels

Forecast of recovered fibre demand
Section Eight: 
Capacity expansions
Summary
Appendices: 
Maps
Customs codes (HS system)
Mill database
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List of Tables and Figures contained in a typical report
Table 1: Chinese paper and board production
Table 2: New China paper and board production, by grade
Table 3: New China, installed capacity v production
Table 4: Apparent demand of New China paper and board
Table 5: Apparent demand of New China paper and board
Table 6: Apparent demand for New China P&B, by grade, forecast
Table 7: Paper and board production forecast
Table 8: Fibre consumption forecast
Table 9: New China mills
Table 10: Chinese printing and writing paper demand
Table 11: Supply & demand outlook for P&W sector
Table 12: Tissue market structure
Table 13: Major tissue producers and capacity expansions
Table 14: Tissue supply & demand outlook
Table 15: Leading producers of specialty papers
Table 16: New China containerboard demand
Table 17: Imports of corrugating materials
Table 20: Coated board supply & demand forecast
Table 21: Leading kraft pulp producers
Table 22: Leading high yield pulp producers
Table 24: Non-wood pulp production estimates
Table 25: Pulp imports, by grade
Table 26: Imported pulp forecast
Table 27: BHKP import forecast, by region of supply
Table 28: Pulp imports by grade and region of supply
Table 29: Imports of wastepaper by grade
Table 30: Forecast demand for imported and domestic RCF
Table 31: Summary of investment plans
Table 32: Newsprint/LWC/SC expansions
Table 33: Woodfree paper expansions
Table 34: Carton board expansions
Table 35: Corrugating board expansions
Table 36: Tissue expansions
Figure 1: Quarterly GDP growth, annualised
Figure 2: Evolution of the RMB against the USD
Figure 3: Imports and exports, monthly since 1999
Figure 4: Growth in household spending and exports
Figure 5: New China v Old China, & CPA estimates of production
Figure 6: Imports & exports of paper and board
Figure 7: Chinese exports of paper and board (HS code 48)
Figure 8: Measurable fibre consumption
Figure 9: Forecast demand for New China paper and board
Figure 10: Forecast production of graphic paper, tissue and specialties
Figure 11: Forecast production of packaging paper and board
Figure 12: Fibre consumption forecast
Figure 13: Newsprint supply and demand forecast
Figure 14: Major newsprint manufacturers
Figure 15: Printing and writing paper demand
Figure 16: Monthly exports of P&W, since 2008
Figure 17: Leading producers of uncoated paper
Figure 18: Uncoated paper demand
Figure 19: Uncoated woodfree exports by country and region
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List of Tables and Figures contained in a typical report (continued)
Figure 20: Uncoated woodfree imports by country and region
Figure 21: Coated paper demand
Figure 22: Coated art paper producers
Figure 23: Coated paper imports
Figure 24: Coated paper exports by grade (HS customs data)
Figure 25: Coated paper exports by country and region
Figure 26: Fine paper demand forecast assumption
Figure 27: Tissue paper production, by furnish
Figure 28: Tissue demand by end product group
Figure 29: Tissue paper producers
Figure 30: Chinese tissue capacity expansions
Figure 31: Tissue exports
Figure 32: Exports of parent reels and converted tissue
Figure 33: New China tissue demand
Figure 34: New China containerboard demand
Figure 35: Annual growth of household spending and exports
Figure 36: Monthly import and exports in US$
Figure 37: OCC and UKP imports
Figure 38: Imports of liner and medium
Figure 39: Imports of corrugating materials by country
Figure 40: Exports of containerboard
Figure 41: Leading containerboard producers
Figure 42: New China Containerboard demand forecast
Figure 43: Coated board demand
Figure 44: Bleached board demand by end use
Figure 45: Leading producers of coated board, current installed capacity
Figure 46: Imports of coated board
Figure 47: Exports of coated board
Figure 48: Chinese wood pulp production
Figure 49: Chinese hardwood chip imports, 3 month moving average
Figure 50: Hardwood chip imports, by company
Figure 51: Imports of hardwood chips by country of origin
Figure 52: Non-wood pulp production estimates
Figure 53: Chinese wood pulp consumption
Figure 54: Pulp imports by grade
Figure 55: Pulp imports by region of supply
Figure 56: BSKP monthly imports
Figure 57: BSKP imports
Figure 58: BHKP imports
Figure 59: Imports of high-yield pulp
Figure 60: UKP imports
Figure 61: Renminbi v dollar exchange rate, since 2009
Figure 62: Imports of wastepaper, by grade
Figure 63: Imports of wastepaper by region
Figure 64: Summary of future investment plans
Figure 65: China, by province
Figure 66: China, Main trading ports
Figure 67: Key provinces: Guangdong
Figure 68: Key provinces: Zhejiang
Figure 69: Key Provinces: Jiangsu
Figure 70: Key provinces: Shandong
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I would like to subscribe to the Defining the China Market service. 

Name:  ......................................................................................................................................................

Job title:  ...................................................................................................................................................

Company:  ................................................................................................................................................

Postal address: .........................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................................................

City: ............................................................ Post Code/ZIP:  .....................................................................

Country:  ...................................................................................................................................................

Telephone:  ...............................................................................................................................................

Email:  .......................................................................................................................................................

I understand that the reports and other materials provided by Hawkins Wright during the course of a 
subscription are confidential to subscribers and to their wholly-owned subsidiaries. I agree that these 
materials will not be shared with third parties and that all reasonable steps will be taken to safeguard 
their confidentiality.

In placing this order I consent to the use of my data in accordance with Hawkins Wright’s privacy policy 
and terms & conditions. The privacy policy can be found at www.hawkinswright.com/privacy-policy.

Signature: ................................................................................... Date:...................................................

Please return this order form to: Hawkins Wright Ltd., 21/22 Station Point, 121 Sandycombe Road, 
Richmond, TW9 2AD, UK.

Email: post@hawkinswright.com; Tel: +44 20 8747 5840

An invoice and payment instructions will be sent when your order is received. Payment may be made 
by bank transfer or credit card.

Deliverables and order form
An annual corporate subscription to the Defining the China Market service costs £5,000 (or the equiva-

lent in US dollars or euros). Subscribers to previous issues of the report qualify for a discounted price of 
£2,950. The service comprises:

• PDF copies of the report which may be distributed throughout your company’s offices globally.
• A PowerPoint slide deck which summarises the key findings of the report.
• Up to four printed copies.
• Hawkins Wright’s response to any questions that the subscriber may have on matters relating to the 

Chinese market for pulp, paper and board throughout the year. In this way Hawkins Wright can be 
used as a virtual extension of the subscriber’s own marketing or market research department.

• A personal presentation: it will usually be possible for a Hawkins Wright consultant to meet with 
each client at least once a year to make a presentation on market developments.


